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Distances and travel times to Verbier
by road from nearby airports
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A resort for all comers
and all seasons

Set in the Val de Bagnes between
Mont Blanc and the Matterhorn,
Verbier attracts the glitterati of
Europe and beyond. Ilts traditional
chalets have also made it a
favourite place for the intimate

house-party.

rom royalty to rock stars, the
Fwell—heeicd of Eurcope and
beyond have found the winter
charms of Verbier hard to resist. Sel in
the Val de Bagnes between Mont Blanc
and the Matterhorn, the Swiss resort is
indisputably one of the world's leading
ski centres. And efforts are under way
to turn it into a resort for all seasons
with the construction of an 18-hole goll
course, a conference centre and a new
cable car to the summer ski fields of
Mont-Fort.
The royals of Sweden and the
Netherlands are among the celebrities
Verbier has welcomed. (Otihers have
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developed a more permanent passion
for the place. Diana Ross and hushand
Arne Naess have a chalet in the resort.
Fase of access has made Verbicr a
favourite with sSecond-home skiers
from (feneva and the Rhine valley.

The village stands on a sunny,
south-west facing balcony at an alti-
tude of 1,500 metres. The climate is
mild and dry, with little mist, and the
winter sunshine is particularly intense.
It is reached by a 10km hairpin road
from Le Chible (800m), a few minutes
drive from Martigny, the large town at
the crossroads of south-western
Switzerland and the capital of the
vineyard canton of Valais.

Apeess by car is easy, with uninter-
rupted motorways to Martigny from all
parts of Switzerland, except the south
easl, (reneva residents can reach their
weekend chaleis in as little as two
hours taking the north bank of the lake.
The more direcl, and more picturesque,

but slower route is via Chamonix and
the Col de Forclaz, and road and rail
are kept open throughout the winter.
The (ireai Saint Bernard road from
Martigny io Aosta and Turin — Napo-
leon's Italian invasion route - is also
open all year round, thanks to a road
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tunnel beneath the pass.

Martigny is one of Europe's major
rail thoroughfares, with efficlent in-
ternal and international services, via
Lausanne and Basel. There are direct
trains to Geneva, two hours away.
Frequent trains make the short journey
from Martigny to Le Chéble, where 4
telecabin climbs {rom a car park beside
the station to the heart of Verbier and
on to the snow fields above.

Skiers discovered Verbier in the
early 1930s. The Swiss SKi School was
founded there in 1933, Four years later,
a development company was set up for
the purpose of “increasing tourist [a-
cilities, attracting foreign visitors, tak-
ing all measures helpful in preventing
the disfigurement of the region and in
improving the stay of guesis™

The pioneers could hardly have
envisaged the eventual scale of their
creation. Today, Verbier's resident
population of about 1,300 is swollen by

Ty,

an influx of
visitors to reach up to

30,000 in winter and 10,000 in summer.
However, the town has clung ten-
aciously lo the traditional low-rise
chalet style of building, in sharp con-
trast to the tall apartment blocks [ound
in comparable modern French ski re-
sorTts.

With over 1,000 chalets, short trans-
fer journeys [rom Geneva airport and a
huge, exciting ski area, Verbier has
become the capital of the chalet-
holiday industry — and the home of the
chalet girl. Shortly before Christmas
each year, a migrant flock of British
girls settles in Verbier for a four-month

sojourn. For
little more than token
pocket money, the girls play hostess to
thousands of gregarious holidaymak-
ers of sociable age who prefer the
intimaie house-party atmosphere of
the chalet to the comforts of an hotel.

Foreigners with a longer-term in-
terest in Verbier can buy property,
although prices are almost as steep as
the surrounding mouniains. The Swiss
have passed laws limiting the transfer
of property io aliens. However, plenty
of permils are now available.

Sponsorcd supplement 3
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A home of your own
in the Swiss Alps?

A quota system makes it difficult for
foreigners to own a chalet in
Switzerland, or even an apartment.
But Verbier still has permits avail-
able and rental income pays the
running costs. By Alec Snobel

gem of a ski station, Verbier

explains why Switzerland has

unique appeal among outsiders
as a place for holiday homes, residence
and eventual retirement. And you
might be excused for thinking that
there's a loi that needs explaining,

For a start, there is a resiriclion on
foreigners owning homes and land in
Switzerland, which doesnt exactly
make you feel welcome. Tt is a quota
system, on a diminishing scale, reduc-
ing by 10% a year. Lasl year, 2,000
permits were granted for issue to
aliens (compared with 5,000 in 1980):
this vear, there are 1,800,

Permits are allocated only to recog-
nised resort areas of the French-
speaking cantons and the distribution
is uneven. (enerally, resort authorities
hold an annual alloeation and wait for
applications from developers. New
properties are [avoured above old ones,
and the re-sale market for foreigners is
limited. Also there is a permanent
shortage of individual chalets so
foreign buyvers are usually only offered
apartments.

And there are other restrictions. You
may buy just one property and, histori-
cally, the limil for living accommo-
dation is 100sqm and for the plot size
1000sqm. Also, the purchase must be
primarily for “own use” as a secondary
residence and you are expected to
oceupy it for at least three weeks each
wvear. This is to prevent your making
long-term rental contracts of one year
Or more.

You may purchase only in your own
name hecanse foreign companies are
not authorised to buy residential prop-
erty. Nor may foreigners csiablish a
Swiss company for the purpose of
buying property in Switzerland.

As a foreign owmer, you may be
prohibited by contract from selling the
property within five years of the orig-
| Sponsored supplement 5
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inal purchase date except with special
authorisation. Tt is possible to plead
foree mugieure — a death in the family,
chronie illness or bankruptey. Under
old legislation, you could sell only to a
Swiss national or permanent resident.
Even under current law, you may sell
to another foreigner, but only after 10
Vears.

As an alien property-owner, you are
unlikely to be allowed to spend more
than six months a year in Switzerland.
Permanent residence there is granted
only if vou are over the age of 60, your
children are older than 18, and wvou
have an adequate proven income.

You may donate property to family
members in direct line (children or
parents) and you may will it to any
family members. But if you bequeath it
to an unrelated person, he will have to
dispose of it within a fixed period.

Despite the restrictions, buying
property in Switzerland can make
financial sense. The strength of the
Swiss currency means an investment
there will almost certainly produce a
capital gain on re-conversion to vir-
tually any other currency. There is no
exchange control.

Additionally, Swiss real estaie has
historically appreciated at about the
country’'s rate of inflation, averaging
444% a wvear over the past decade.
Rental income has vielded enough to
cover all the runming costs of the
property, although not mortgage re-
payments.

Other factors that make Switzerland
one of the most popular choices for
international investors are its political
stability, a high standard of living,
conflidential banking, indusirious
people, efficient and extensive trans-
port and communications and a sophis-
ticated lifestyle.

Homes and apartments are always
well-built. The materials are of the
highest quality and the workmanship
excellent. Laundry rooms and ski
stores are usually included in the price,
along with an efficient concierge.

A station sportif with 170 ski in-
structors and an altitude span of
1,500m to 3,300m, Verbier is located in

6 Sponsored supplement
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Verbier favowrs the fraditional
chalet, with its Righ-quality
workruriship.

the Valais about two hours’ drive from
Geneva up a side valley en route to the
St Bernard Pass. Televerbier provides
47 lifis, 200 miles of marked runs, 15
snow-cats for tracking the runs, a
safety service with avalanche dogs,
and a shuttle-bus service within the
resort. It gives access to the huge
Quatre Vallées skiing region, so fairly
claims the best winter sports in the
Alps.

The resort, noted for a dry climate,
sits on a sunny south-facing plateau.

From Mont-Fort, the highest ski sta-
tion, my hosts — estate agent André
Guinnard and ski pro Francois Per-
raudin — pointed out Mont Blanc and
the Matterhorn. (Glaciers and snow-
capped peaks glistened in the balmy
October sunshine, no fewer than 55
over 4,000m. With a new cable car — the
biggest in Switzerland - facilitating
access to the highest point, Verbier will
now be able to offer the best in summer
skiing too.

Not that it is dependent on that,
efforts are being made to develop other
leisure activities. The melted snow
reveals a network of glorious walks
among Alpine meadows and forests,

T —
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ABC for the foreign buyer

yece vou decide 1o bey 2 property in
Switzerisad sad ssthorication is granted.

i peeedings =re staightiorward

= IEIF EPE developer will
steer vom throegh (I is accepted Swiss
commercial practice 1o buy through an
sre=nt =nd there is Do cost-saving In
msking = desl direct with 2 developer.)

Fir=. = private contract between the
= 1 the purchaser is drafied and

= 17 non-refundable deposil

o= the property has been paid for,
the funds are held in eserow until
regisiration. The purchase is finalised
=ik the signing of 2 notarised deed of
=zle Usmmnership of the apartment iz
certified by entry in the land registey of
the canion concerned.

T&e purchaser either signs the deed
Bims=eli or can give power of attorney,
which should be legalised by the Swiss
consulate of his domicile, or by a solicitor
recomnised by the Swiss authorities. The
notary witnessing registration must
practise in the canton where the purchase
iz located. The notary nsually acts for both
purchaser and vendor, but his main duty
is 1o the latter.

The legal expenses paid by the
purchaser vary from canton to canton, but
usually work out at between 2% and 5% of
the purchase price and include lawyers’
fees, purchase tax and the legal cost of
regisiration.

The whole conveyance takes about six
weaks, but, if you can get hold of a notary,

| the transaction can be completed in as
little a5 4% hours.

—

Swiss banks encourage non-residents
to take out mortgages by offering
advanisgeous terms. (renerally, they lend
up to 30% of the purchase price over 10 to
15 years. Currently the interest rate is
running at a very tempting 6.5%. You can
raize the loan to 60%, but at a higher
interest rate, at the moment about 7.25%
on the extra tranche.

You are not allowed to amortise the
loan over a shorter period than stipulated
in the contract unless the bank gives
specific approval. However, you eould
negotiate 2 loan on current account; that
involves opening a credit line in a bank,
stating the maximum loan authorised, its
period and yearly amortisation. The
amount of the loan can be varied within
the fixed limits; interest will be charged
on the balance outstanding.

In both eases, the loan is seeured on
vour Swiss property. Buvers can also
negotiate credit conditions on other
guarantees, such as a securities portiolio
deposited in the bank. Interest rates in
Switzerland are never fixed at the lime of
the loan agreement. They vary each year
from term 1o term, and are fixed by & bank
commission in each canton.

As a property owner, you become liable
to Bwiss property tax. For foreign owners,
it is an annual imp sum ealeulated on the
capital value of the property and
estimated income, on & forfeit basis,
whether you let vour apartment or not. In
Verbier, the figure is about 1% of purchase
price. If the property is mortzaged,
interest charges may be offsel against the

property tax.,

Generally, you have to pay annual
maintenance charges. In Verbier, the total
amounts to. for an old unit, 2% to 3% of the
purchase price or Swir60/65 per sqm; for
a new unif with oil-fired central heating,
1.5% to 2.1% of the purchase price or
SwirB(/65 persqim; for 8 new unit with
electric heating. 1.5% 1o 1.9% of the
purchase price or Swirt0 per sqm. The
charges cover iaxes, Insurance, wiler,
electricity and co-owner expenses such as
heating, concierge and administration.

There are constraints on rental ineorme
{which is why aliens are prohibited from
granting letting leases of more than one
year) and, by law, foreigners are allowed
to rent a property in Switzerland fora
maximum threc-vear period. However,
vou may let your apariment as much as
you want on a short-term basis. A Swiss
cOmpany OF gency may not give a
cuaranteed income to & foreign owner on
his apartment, since this would makeita
financial investment; it can give only an
estimate of the return on short-term
rentals.

The rental agency will require 2
commission of berween 15% and 30% of the
rental income. The lower figure is more
common in Verbier, the higher in places
like Gstaad and St. Moritz.

Any profit on resale of property is liable
to capital pains lax, which varies from
canton to canton and takes into account
the number of years the property was
held, the rate of inflation and the cost of
improvements. Allow atleast 10%.

and the popular par-54 pitch-and-putt
golf course — soon to be complemented
by a full-size championship one.

There is also a riding school, a
9%sgkm nature reserve and a year-
round sports cenire made of massive
beams. This latter features a heated
indoor swimming pool, curling rink and
squash courts, boosted in summer by 10
tennis courts and outside swimming
pool. And if all this — plus mini-golf and
bowls - gives you cramp, there are
saunas, jacuzzis and solarium o sooth
away the aches.

There may be a quota for foreign
property-owners, but Verbier atl pres-
ent has more than enough fo meet
demand. There are 47 permits for
aliens for the Valais canton as a whole
this vear and the limit of 57 for the
Commune de Bagnes, which includes
Verbier and adjacent villages, has not
& Sponsored supplement

been reached. And even when it is,
there is a backlog from previous years
and there could be more on the way.

Moreover, as M. Guinnard, head of
the Verbier association of estate
agents, explained: “Some communes,
such as Fermaft, do not want any
permits for foreigners whalsoever.
Their allocation is therefore returned
to the cantonal authorities for second
distribution. We could apply for some if
we needed them.”

Verbier is enjoying a property boom.
In the past year, sales of apartments
there totalled Swir8s million, Swir?s
million new property and the balance
in resales. In addition, chalet sales
amounted to nearly Swirld million -
though this is not pertinent for aliens
because they are usually excluded
from that market by the 100sqm living-
space limit for them: chalets rarely

come that small. (In fact, there is some
flexibility with that 100sqm; il you
have, say, 10 children, the authorities
will take a realistic view of the amount
ol space you need — in one such case, as
much as 279sqm was permitted.)

The average cost per square metre of
new property in Verbier is estimated to
be Swird,750. Resale prices — averaging
Swird,728 per sqm — are somelimes
funciful, somelimes justified. The only
person to advise you on the subject is a
prolessional in the locality.

In the case of new property, there
are discounts to be obtained, by buying
off-plan and paying stage by stage
Early buyers of Verbier's popular Rest-
dence Boischatel apariments paid 6%
less than those who waited for com.
pletion. Seven uniis in this balconiec
chalet block are still available fo
foreign buyers at prices from

#
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Swirl60,.000 for a studio to
Swirs50,000 for a four-room flat on the
third floor.

Eesidence Flaminia illustrates the
type of accommodation on offer. Situ-
ated near the main cable-car station
with a dazzling view over the Alps, it is
accessible by car. A large chalet-style
building, it is run on aparthote] lines,
offering management and a rental
service.

Tt features wooden exterior walls,
with a sloping roof and a high standard
of insulation. Living room and bed-
rooms have wall-to-wall carpets, with
wood panelling or rustic pebbledash
walls. Kitchens are equipped with
electric stove, refrigerator and freezer
and dishwasher. Balhroom fittings arc
of top quality.

A three-bedroom unit costs from
Swir670,000. Management charges are
estimated at Swird( per square metre
per year, or 18% of purchase price.
Property tax is 1% of the purchase price
per vear. Conveyance comes to 2.8% of
purchase price,

Prices are climbing. Pilouhe, a chalet
with six furnished rooms, priced at
Swir2 million on October 1, was re-
tagged at Swir2.11 million by October
17. In the same period, a three-room
apartment in the new Etoiles du Sud
block rose [rom Swirdd5500 to
Swirs00,000. And there was a steady
stream of viewers at such atiractive
developments as Colline and Aphrodite
and the chalet Kiiltomato, one of a few
individual chalet resales available for a
foreigner with Swir760,000.

The price of chalets and land is
esseniially a maftter of supply and
demand, taking into account situation,
upkeep, size, access and so on. This
kind of buy calls for the opinion of one
or two agents well acquainted with the
region. In addition to Guinnard, there
are some 18 others in Verbier — Abati,
Vittel, Debeco, Agival, Selz and Valena,
to name a few. They jointly represent
virtually all the new developments,
expressing their individuality only in
resales and chalets.

In round figures, you could expect
Swird, 000 to Swird,(00 a year in rent
10 Sponsored supplement

Subject to a space limil, foreigners
eitn rarely buy cholets as such
property terds to be too Big.

from a studio; Swird300 o Swirtg.500
for a two-room flat; and pro raie up 0
between Swirl0,000 and Swirld 000 for
a five-room suite. Chalet vields are on
the same seale.

But do remember that forelgn-owned
Swiss property must not be trealed as
an investment. It is 1o be used and
enjoyed. Cerlainly the evidence at Ver-
bier is thalt more and more people are
doing both. There is a permanent
community of over L000. They are
joined for long winter sport and sum-
mer holidays and weekend breaks by
chalet owners [rom (feneva's financial
community — and. indeed. from London
and other capitals of Europe.

Restrictions on foreign ownership
have led to the development of altern-
ative ways o invest in Swiss property.
The most popular schemes involve
so-called aparthotels, with sale and
leaseback arrangements. However,
things ean go wrong.

Management and maintenance
charges for such faciliies as bars,
restaurants. saunas, swimming pool,
room service, laundry and reception
have soared, Also, because of the need
to have accommodation available for
paying guests in high season, investors
have found their own usage confined to
the tail-end of the year, when most of
the staff are on holiday and many of

the facilities closed.

Moreover, there may be a change of
management. with & deterioration in
standards and concurrent increase in
charges and. as there is virtually no
resale market for such units, you can
be locked in indefinitely.

In Verbier. the Vanessa Hotel has
sold apartments to aliens ((Germans,
British. Italians, French and Arabs),
offering them rental income plus per-
sonal usage for 28 days split equally
between summer and winter. To stay
longer, they have to pay half the rafe
ordinary hotel guests are charged
Management reckons rental income
covers payments on a 60% mortgage,
hut the projecl is more like an expen-
sive timeshare investment than prop-
erty ownership.

As president of Verbier's estate
agency group, (Guinnard has reser-
vations about all such schemes and
refuses to represent them. But if you're
interested, the well-run four-star Alba
Hotel (Tel: 010 41 26 70171} has some
suites available, producing a rent yield
of 6%.

Contacts:

A list of Verbier agents is obtainable
[rom:

Mlice du Tourisme,

(ase Postale 328, CH-1936 Verbier,
Valais, Switzerland

André Guinnard is at:

Guinnard Immobilier,

(CH-1836 Verbier, Valais, Switzerland

— T —
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ski fantastique, which has 20 instruct-
ors and accepts only privale clients for
technical schooling or off-slope skiing;
and Swiss Ski School, with up to 170
instructors offering a [ull range of
tuition.

The SHwiss school pgives class
teaching for 2% hours each morning,
for adults and children of all abilities;
competitlion classes for children;
bronze, silver, gold and diamond ability
tests and an all-day nursery.

In addition, it provides private tech-
nical lessons and organises ski races,
the best-known of which is the ski
speed event for all comers, the Super-;
on the Savoleyres slopes. Entrants
compete against the times of well-
known ski racers or among each other.
During these races, the slope is closed
Lo other skiers.

The school also hires ski slopes,
equipment and staff to organise com-
pany ski races. New winier sports,
such as ski surfing and ski boarding,
have been introduced.

Both schools provide qualified
guides for touring in the surrounding
mountains.

Verbier shares a vast network of
ski-lifts with other resorts, of which the
biggest is Nendaz, in the mountains

A network of ski-lifts lirdes Verbier to
willages of the Gualre Vallées.

rising fo the south of the Rhine valley
between Sion and Martigny. The vil-
lage and its neighbours refer to their
ski region as Les Quatre Vallées (the
Four Valleys). However, the main
Verbier/Mendaz lift system actually
forms a long circuil rather than a series
of interconnected valleys.

The two centres had become notori-
ous for lift queves at various points
around the circuit, but Verbier has
done much to ease the flow by increas-
ing lift capacity and creating altern-
ative routes. Verbier-based skiers no
longer need to travel via Tortin to

reach Mont-Fort, and it is now possible
to return from Nendaz to Verbier via
Tortin as well as via Savoleyres (in-
volving off-piste skiing and a bus ride).

The 1987 winter season sees the
introduction by Televerbier of the big-
aest aerial cableway in Switzerland.
Already nicknamed Jumbo, the giant
cabin takes up to 150 skiers from
Verbier to the summil of Mont-Fort in
only hall an hour.

There are two versions of the Quatre
Vallées lift pass, including or excluding
skiing on the glacier. Do read the small
print carefully: if you are found to have
the wrong pass at high altitude, vou
will have to pay a heavy on-the-gpot
fine. The pass is one of the most

Some of the best siciing is to be found o the highest massif of the Alps, reached by Relicopter.
14 Spongored supplement
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expensive in Hurope (Swir235 for a
six-day week), but there are discounts
of up 1o 40% for families.

Verbier's ski area is not the most
smooth-running in the Alps; the links
in e circuit are not perfect, and
Verbier itself is big. But there are
plenty of compensations and, for good
skiers, there are few more exciling,
beautiful and varied areas in the world,

[t has long, steep runs that every
self-respecting skier must tackle and
survive, if not conquer, before retire-
ment, and the names of Torlin, Mont-
Gelé and Mont-Fort are known and
respected by experienced skiers the
world over. These impressive runs,
most of them deemed too perilous to be
categorised as official pistes, are the
source of endless discussion in the bars
of Verbier. Several are more often
discussed than skied.

Apart from offering the challenge of
difficult runs, Verbier's long circuit of
lifts provides access to huge areas of
off-piste skiing without encroaching on
them. No resort can match its range of
genuinely off-piste skiing.

In good conditions, the easier areas
are skied as a matter of routine by
16 Sponsored supplement

Above: Runs that every self-
respecting skier mus! lackle and
siereive — coroed Fure s foo.
Right: To the top to enjoy a
magnificent prrnorarm.

thousands of moderate skiers (ome
itinerary is a vital link in the Verbier-
Nendaz circuit), and snow conditions
so0on become piste-like. The gentler
slopes may not thrill the skier hungry
for untracked territory, but they still
offer the pleasure of a landscape
uncluttered by pylons and cables,

Helicopters enable skiers to get more
quickly into the mountains, especially
the Combin and Tricnt ranges. A
10-minute flight will take vou to the
summits of such well-known runs as
Val d’Arpeite and Combe d'Orny, or to
the (ilacier des Follats. A mountain
guide will organise the whole journey
for groups of three skiers for about
Swirdal.

There is also great scope for ski
touring, as Verbier lies mid-way be-
tween Chamonix and Zermatt, the two
ends of the Haute Route. And Verbier is
the finishing post for the Patronille des
glaciers ski-touring race.
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A sporting chance

Enown mainly for its skiing, Ver-
bier was one of the first among the
bigger resorts to develop altern-
ative sports to aitract tourists the
whole year round. By Philip Sington

uring the winter months, pro-
Dvided there is not a dearth of
snow, alpine resorts do a roar-
ing trade - as long lift queues and
crowded bars all too often testify.
Nevertheless, the seasonality of the
income can present big problems, es-
pecially for the major centres.
Building a hotel costs a lot more half
W4y up a mountain than it does
elsewhere and, if that hotel lies empty
for seven or eight months of the year,
losses are bound to ensue. Long
periods of unemployment for lift oper-
ators, ski instructors and hotel staff
create social problems for mountain
communities, which have become in-
creasingly separated from the tra-
ditional pastoral farming that was theip
mainstay in the past.

all year round

Consequently, most of the bigger
resorts, sometimes with government
assistance, have been making great
efforts to attract holiday-makers dur-
ing the long, snowless months, And
none more than Verbier, a resort that

Left: The chamois i8 just ome of the
wild ereatiures that abound in the
oM.

Below: A dip in the pool makes o
refreshing change from the iste,

has always been seen as a place that
offers good skiing and not much else.

In many respects, Verbier starts with
a significant advantage in the alterna-
live sports contest: it is a lot easier o
gel to than most of its rivals - Zermatt
or 5t Moritz — being a mere 90 minutes
by car from Geneva. That means that if
the weather is good, people will hap-
pily drive up for one or two nights. At
the same time Verbier lies in an area
that is largely unspoilt, with the Lac dy
Mauvoisin national reserve — one of
Switzerland’s oldest — on the opposite
side of the valley. New species of fora
have been found in the vicinity as
recently as 1984,

The natural wealth of the Val de
Bagnes - at some 293 sq km (113 sq
miles), Switzerland's largest commu-
nal distriet - will always be one of its
grealest attractions. Only the most
leaden-footed visitor will not be re-
warded for his trek through the moun-
tains with the sight of the chamois and
bouquetin (a goat-like creature with
long, heavy horns). More patient obser-
VELS may come across the snow-hare,
the black eagle, the muskrat or even
the lynx. In the upland Ppastures, wild
strawberries and blueberries grow in
abundance during the summer months,
The hiking routes are well established,
and often begin with a cable-car ride
up the mountain. Guides are available
to take visitors to the most interesting
spots.

As far as mountaineering goes, the
Val de Bagnes offers the best opportuni-
ties 1o the less experienced climber, in
contrast to its skiing, which is o the
more demanding side. The moun-
taineering school is staffed with veter-
ans [rom many Himalayan expeditions,
and the intermediate climber can gain
experience learning from among the
best in the business,

These natural assets have been
bringing people to Verbier for many
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years but, to make the town a “com-
plete resort”, the inhabitants have been
opening up a whole new range of
leisure facilities for use not only in
summer but in winter too. As Patrick
Messeiller, managing director of the
tourist office, explained: “In winter, not
evervone wants to ski every day; the
weather might be bad, or some mem-
bers of the party might be non-skiers.
You have to offer these people some-
thing else to do.”

The biggest investment in this direc-
tion has been the building of an
extensive sports centre a short dis-
tance {rom the fown centre at a eost of
Swir22 million. The centre opened in
1988. It is equipped at present with
eight hard outdoor tennis courts, an ice
rink, indoor and outdoor swimming
pools, two squash courls and a gymna-
sium. In addition, there are two large

saunas, a solarium, jacuzzis and a
large restaurant.

Three million Swiss francs went into
a computerised heat-exchange system,
which controls the temperature of the
ice rink, swimming pools, piped water
and general heating. According lo the
centre’s director, Pierre Bruchier, the

system is so efficient thal the annual
electricity bills are about half what they
would be using conventional equip-
ment.

Next wear, a curling rink will be
added, together with five indoor tennis
courls and five more cutdoor courts, By
then, new and existing courts will have
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artificial grass surfaces. These im-
provements will cost Swir6.73 million.

Members of Verbier's governing
council — the commune — admil candid-
Iv that the centre is unlikely to make a
profit for some time, not least because
of the interest that has to be paid on an
original Swirl2 million of bank loans,
but they insist that the facilities the
centre provides are a sine gua non for
any leading resort.

Another major investment is the new
18-hole goll course being prepared on
the gentle slopes immediately above
Verbier. The golf club already has an
15-hole course for “approach golf” (par
3 holes) near the town centre, and a
permanent membership of more than
300. The new course, which will cost
Swir? million, has been designed by
Donald Harridine, the man responsible
for the layout of more than hall of
Switzerland's 32 courses. The [irst
holes should be playable in the summer
of 19349,

At a glance, the sheer cost of usable
land around Verbier — typically
Swirs00 per sqm - would seem to
make such a project impossible (but
earlier this year one plot was sold for
more than Swirl,500 per sqm). How-
ever, the new course is to be situated
20 Sponsored supplement
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Above: Mountaineering offers an
alternative to skiing for the fit.
Below: When the snows are melled,
the golf course comes inlo ils ;men.

within two avalanche zoncs, where
permanent construction is forbidden.
There, land is priced at a mere Swird
per sqm. The avalanche danger itself,
of course, melts away with the snow
every spring.

Marcel Nicollier, president of the golf
club, described the course as “not very
long, but very technical.” Most of the
fairways will lie across the slope, with
the first hole at the top of the slopes
and the last at the bottom. The total
length of the course will be 5lakm, with
aparof 70 or 71

The course opens up new opportuni-
ties for golfers in Switzerland As
Nicollier explained: “Every single golf

L ——————————————
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eriinyg rink s to open soomn, while
paragliding is already on the men,

club in the country has a long wailing
list. Thev really don't want any new
members... We are the only club that is
prepared to accept more.” The club is
looking for 2 permanent membership of
up to 700, leaving room for 350. At the
moment, permanent membership costs
Swirs.000, with reductions for couples
and vounger applicants; however,
prices will be going up by some 60% on
January 11988,

Verbier has also become a leading
centre for paragliding, an activity that
involves running or skiing off the side
of a mountain, with a steerable para-
chute on vour back. Experts can take
advantage of powerful air currents to
stay up indefinitely, much like hang-
gliding.

The resort has its own paragliding
school, with marked landing and take-
off points. Last July, Verbier held the
first world championship with 270
competitors from 12 countries. On sev-
eral oceasions, there were a hundred or
more ‘wings' in the air at the same
time, and on any fine day you can see a
quene of tiny figures leaping off the
small peaks above the town. In future,
however, thev will have to be careful
not to land on the new golf course! In
any event. the resort intends to hold an
annual paragliding week each July.

Finally, if all the alternative atirac-
tions fail to attract, the punter can
always turn to summer skiing, thanks
10 the giant new cable-car at Mont-Fort.
22 Sponsored supplement
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Conferences with
comfort and class

e o the personal computer. And Ver-
i e hiermeanstuheintheﬁrstrankoi

venues. By Philip Sington

very year brings a [resh crop of
international conferences to add
io the hundreds already estab-
lished, Nalions, agencies, institution:
and corporations have begun to adop
B % Tt ; an increasingly global approach u
e - tackling problems and promoting de
; | velopment, and this lies behind thy
growing demand for professional get
togethers. So, catering for conflerence
has become an industry in itself, wit
organigers and centres competing 1
provide the best all-round package i
the best location.

But what constitutes a “good lo
ation™ This depends largely on whet
the delegates are coming from. But
peaceful — and preferably scenic
environment, and good commun
cations are essential. A “holiday atmo
phere” is also not considered a b
thing.

Verbier has begun to atiract U
atiention of the conlerence organise
in recent vears. Not only sporis ass
ciations, but banks, building contra
ors and medical bodies have he
summer conferences there - S0
making do with relatively mod
facilities.

These conferences have centred
the large, four-star Hotel Alba om
western side of town, close to
Sports Centre, and backing on 1o
golf course. It is virtually the only hs
with rooms big enough for lectures
sizeable meetings, although gym
siums and school assembly halls h

on occasion been drafted in to belp.

It is not hard to see why Ver
should qualify as a desirable con
ence location. [t is just 90 minutes
car from Geneva (two and a half h
from Ziirich, 75 minutes from Be
but offers all the seclusion of 2 s
(Caribbean island — with almost

The international conference has

The hamedil — lwrury conference
fneilities with sport on the doors:

"':;"_h
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same amount of sunshine. In winter, it
is rarely if ever cut ofl even by the
heaviest snow f{alls, and it enjoys
reliable telecommunications, where
other alpine resorts are still prone to
power cuts and downed telephone
lines. :
Sports facilities, from icc-skaling §
and summer skiing to golf, also provide =
an admirable recreational background.
The scenery, which takes in the peaks
of the Grand Combin (4,315 metres) and
Mont Blanc (4,807 metres), speaks for
itself.

Anything that promises to bring |
visitors outside the skiing season is
very weleome in Verbier and, [rom
1990, the town will possess some
outstanding new conference facilities,
thanks 1o an ambitious development
called the Hameau de Verbier. The
Swir6) million project is the brainchild

In Switzerland’s unique surroundings . . . enter a different and exceptional world

““LE HAMEAU
DE VERBIER™

A host of activities is
offered in this ideal leisure
centre, built in typical
Valais style: close to Le
Rouge and Les Esserts
ski slopes with a golf
course to come.

Architecture Pierre DORSAZ — CH — 1936 Verbier tel: (26) 7 51 51 telex: 473 292 telefax: (26) 7 7919
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of local architect Plerre Dorsaz, and
involves the constructon of a “village
within a village™ eovering some 30,000

The hameau (hamler), which is
already under construction, will consist
of a group of luxury chalets, grouped
around a small semi-circular piazza
and a manmade lake. Its centre, under-
neath the plazza will be an extensive
underground complex with an
amphitheatre, seating 350 people, an
exhibition gallery, a museum of local
history, a small flm theatre and a
winter garden. Although the complex is
below ground, it will not rely entirely
on artificial light, thanks to the inclu-
sion of high windows that draw light
from the above square.

At ground level, above the entrance
to the underground complex, will be
two large seminar rooms commanding
spectacular views across the vallev,
The superstructure of this central sec-
tion of the hameau is already in place
and construction is pressing ahead.

Delegates to a conference would
have a choice of accommodation. A new
hotel, with 100 beds - and a useful
number of single rooms — is to be built
on the northern corner of the hameau.
More important, however, will be the 16
separate chalets, divided into apart-
ments and each with an underground
car park, to keep the driveways clear.
The chalets, like everything else on the
site, will be finished in traditional style,
including the chapel giving on to the
piazza.

The whole complex is situated uphill

Top: Work has begun on the
underground compler and serninar
rooms above it

Above: 4 model of the conference
centre — a village within a village.

from the centre of Verbier, and is
traversed in winter by a piste that
leads directly to the foot of the main
Medran lift station. Four smaller drag-
lifts operate from around the peri-
meter.

For the summer, there will be the
new 18-hole golf course running along
either side of the hameau, due to open
in 1959, as well as tennis courts. Even
the obligatory fall-out shelters will be
roomy.

The idea behind the hameau is to
create a luxury complex that is con-
veniently situated to enjoy all the
sporting possibilities of Verbier, while

having its own separate identity. This,
of course, offers the ideal combination
for the eonference organiser.

The project is being financed by
Dorsaz, together with three banks:
Tnion Bank of Switzerland, the Ban-
que Populaire Suisse and the local
Bangque Cantonale du Valais. Loans
made so far total Swirl? million, on
20-vear terms, with inferest rates of
between 51%% and 6% Further funds
will be raised through the sale of the
chalet buildings as they are completed.
The complex will have its own perma-
nent administration to handle mainten-
ance, and take bookings for the various
facilities.

It will be interesting to see if this
bold initiative pays dividends but, judg-
ing from recent trends, the hamean, if
fully realised. should have little diffi-
culfy in attracting customers.
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Verbier: Apres-ski

| wores |
L’Alba ®=x =X

A relarively quiet, if somewhat
impersonal hotel, with a predominantly
Swiss clientele, although it is favoured
100 by some Ttalians, French and
Americans. Its restaurant, open to the
public, offers traditional and 7 ounelle
cuisine. but no fondue or raclette. The

hotel's large lounge and piano bar,
around a large open [ire, are popular in
the evenings.

Les Quatre Vallées % k%

A beautiful, chalet-style hotel, rightin
the centre of town, just 200m (220yds)
from the slopes. Its large, south-facing
baleonies have excellent views of Mont
Blane and Le Grand Combin. There is
no restaurant, but it has a breakfast
room and a large, comfortable lounge,
with a great fireplace and natural pine
bar. Very quiet, with beautiful décor, it
is considered the best of Verbier's
luzury hotels.

Barc Hotel %%k *

The Bare is quiet, almost retiring, bul
its bar and restaurant are typical of the
Valais. One of its principal attractions
is its aprés-ski lounge.

Hotel Grand Combin 4 % 4%

A charming, but smart, mountain hotel,
with a mainly English clientele in
winter, the Grand Combin is one of
Verbier's really good hotels. Jacky's
Rar is a favourite with residents and
other visitors.

Rosalp %%

The decidedly cosy Rosalp is widely
reckoned to have the finest hotel
restaurant in the Alps. Located at the
bottom of the main lifts at Medran, it
has as its chef nouvelle cuisine
pioneer Roland Pierroz, who is
credited with raising the standards ol
cooking throughout the resort. Meal
prices are high, but then any
“gastronomic adventure” i expensive.

The hotel is undergoing extensive
alterations to meet increasing demand.
25 Sponsored supplement

Vanessa x &% ¥

Offering something different from the
usual mountain-inn atmosphere, the
Vanessa attracts a mixed clientele that
includes Scandinavians, Italians,
(anadians and Swiss. It has a friendly
bar, open to non-residents. and a
restaurant renowned for its Chinese
fondue. The cellar has a range of
quality Valais wines, as well as
excellent Bordeaux and Bourgognes.

Le Ver Luisant % % %

Located at Savoleyres, Le Ver Luisant
has a magnificent terrace offering a
panoramic view of Verbier. The décor
is rustic Valais, much loved by its
family clients. There is a restaurant
and bar, both open to non-residents.

Le Farinet sk

Situated in the village square, Le
Farinet is a splendid old hostelry
decorated in old-[ashioned mountain
style. Its restaurant lacks charm, but
the cuisine is between classic and
modern. The large sunny terrace has
fine views.

Le Mirabeau # % %

The welcoming warmth of its large
lounge fireplace and the good
Seandinavian atmosphere make up for

Le Mirabeau’s lack of a restaurant. = =
a quiet hotel, just five minutes from =
slopes.

Parc Hote] % %%

The Parc is renowned [or its
comfortable rooms and sunny
haleonies. Le Postillon restaurant 2t
King's Bar are typical of the area.

Les Chamois % % %

The chalet-style Chamois offers only
B & B. There is TV in the lounge, a0
no room telephone service.

Hotel de la Poste ® %%

A family-style hotel with free indoor
pool and a restaurant offering raclets
and fordue. The basement bar is
popular also with non-residents.

Hotel de Verbier *x*

Small and central, the Verbier's accs=
on youth has atiracted a young Engls
clientele. Its large terrace and pub-
style bar are particularly popular.

Le Rhodania * % *

The Rhodania is somewhat noisy
because of its on-street location, but
rooms have been refurbished in chas
style. It has a large lounge and first-
floor terrace.
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Alba

The hotel restaurant offers quality
traditional cuisine — and the
camaraderie of the piano bar
afterwards.

A la bonne Banquetie

Less expensive than some, the
Banquette offers pleasant, fairly simple
cuisine. Despite its town-centre
loeation, it has a rustic atmosphere.

Le Braconnier

Popular with a local clientele, the
Braconnier specialises in scampi and
fish dishes. The prices arc reasonable.

Le Caveau

By far the best cheese restaurant in
Verbier, it attracts crowds and gives a
warm welcome. The cheese cellar

30 Sponsorcd supplement

must be visited. Clients include ski
instructors for a 6pm aperitif and
bankers discussing stocks or sport.

La Chaine Valaisanne

Fairly priced and charmingly built of
Haut Valais wood, this is a safe bel [or
perfect local cuisine, with specialities:
fondue, raclette and other dishes of the
Valais.

Chez Martin

Martin is considered the top Valaisian

chef, but his restaurant could be more

welcoming. Nevertheless worth a visit.

L’Ecurie

Although pricy, given the slightly
cramped conditions, it offers excellent
grills and home-made pastain a
charming, quaint setting.

Au Fer & Cheval
Pascal and his staff always have a

smile and welcoming greeting. The
pizza, pasta and Valaisian dishes are
good in quality and price. Popular wi-
the young, especially Swedes and
English.

La Grange

Friendly and well run, La Grange is
next door to a very popular
gastronomic restaurant, where you
would have a long wait. The prices 2™
fair.

La Luge

A place where you have to book
because of its popularity with forelgz
visitors. Its red meat is excellent, anc
offers good local wines. The
atmosphere is among the best. Do
the home-made apple-slice dessert

Au vieox Valais
The déecor is a bit eold [or the
mountains, but the terrace hasa
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panoramic view, and the cuisine is
no-nonsense, scrupulous Valaisian.

Au vieux Verhier

This is where everything happens.
When the skiers come down for lunch
it is one big open cocktail party.
Meticulous, fast and hot service,

Higher Restaurants

La Camargue

A charming chalet run by two very
fashionable ladies, the Camargue
offers accomplished regional cuisine,
Chinese fondue and home-made
preserves.

Le Carrefour

During the day, the Carrefour has a
family and mountain atmosphere; in
the evening, it is a choice restaurant,
specialising in excellent desserts. Good
rarebits and fondue.

Dany

The dishes are simple, but the welcome
from the owner is warm and the view
of the valley quite splendid.

Les Gentianes
At3,000m (9,600ft), this is the highest,

Ll e e e e

best and [riendliest of the higher
restaurants. Self-service and good for
the price.

La Grange a Marmottes
Good-quality cuisine in the evening
and first-class lunchtime snacks for the
skier by day. The setting is very pretty
and typically Valaisian.

Le Mignon
Situated at the foot of the red run, the

Mignon offers light meals or a more
elaborate menu with créole specialities.

L’Arlequin American-style bar,
popular with Rosalp residents and
non-residents. Exeellent cocktails
served by an amusing barmaid.

Jacky’s Bar A 5wiss bar where vou'll
find people from Laosanne and
(reneva, and many golfers - because
Walter adores golll

Le New Club An aprés-ski and
evening haunt for many, especially the

| Bwiss. Stylish and pleasant.

i ) i S e e

e o PR RS R N ST |

Offshore Original rose déeor and
aleohol-free. Popular with the young
who watch videos and films about
skiing feats.

Piano Bar The Vanessa's bar has a
splendid range of Scotch whiskies.
Always a good atmosphere.

Le pub du Mont-Fort Very popular
with the chalet girls and Swedish
visitors. A relaxed, young and
entertaining atmosphere.

Le pub Nelson Very popular, very
young and overrun by English visitors.

NIGHTCLUBS

Le Farm The very rich English are
very much at home here. A large
fireplace, excellent music and two very
friendly managers. Service good.

Le Scotch Good value, with a mainly
English clientele,

Le Tara Cosmopolitan and local, with
a mountain style that the owner
lovingly preserves. A favourite with
people in their thirties. Lively.
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VERBIER MAVENSDE-RIDDE:

Piste Crédit Suisse

 SUPER-G POPULAIRES

SPEED-SKI RACE FOR EVERYBODY IN MAXIMUM SAFETY
On the following Saturdays from 11 a.m.
1988 January 2nd and 23rd ¢ February 13th and 20th ¢ March 19th e April 3th
Or your company can hire the slope for their own ski-race

For further information contact: Swiss Ski School, 1936 Verbier, Switzerland
Telephone: 026,/7 48 25

CREDIT SUISSE
SCHWEIZERISCHE KREDITANSI
CREDITC SVIZZERO
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Brolliet

Compagnie de Banque et
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Credit des Bergues, Geneva

Credit Suisse First Boston Limited

Dorsaz Pierre, Architecture

Ecole Suisse de 5ki, Verbier
(zarage Sportauto, Geneva
Hotels — Alba, Grand Combin, Rosalp, Vanessa

Oblitrading SA <
Office du Tourisme b oy
Pragma Investment Lid ‘:“:E;
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